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About DB Crawler Application 
 

DB Crawler helps you to scan structured/relational data sources. It discovers tables, metadata and documented or 
explicitly specified Primary Key-Foreign Key relationships in your database. This information would be used by 
other modules to analyze, clean, monitor and integrate your data. It populates a metadata repository with the 
information scanned, that can be searched by business and technical users. 
 
 

Discovering Tables 
 

 

 
 

This topic teaches you to discover database tables and views from a schema. 
To discover tables: 

 Right click a schema from the left hierarchy pane and select Discover Tables option. Discover Tables 
wizard appears. 

 On Step 1 of the wizard: 
o Enter Username 
o Enter Password 
o Select the appropriate checkbox to  

• discover views 
• discover synonymous tables  
• find row count from system tables 

 

 
Figure 1: Discover Tables - Step 1 

Click Next. 
 

Pre-requisites 

 Add Connection 
 Discover Tables 

 

Actions in grey need to be completed sequentially before the current 
action is performed. The current action is marked in red. 
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 On Step 2 of the wizard: 
o Select the appropriate radio button to run the task now or schedule it for a later time 
o Assign a priority level by choosing between five priority options (Background, Low, Normal, 

High, Critical) 
o Select the Run tasks in parallel check box to enable running more than one task at the same time 

and specify Maximum tasks to run in parallel 
o You can also add time restrictions by clicking on the Add Time Restrictions link 

 
Click Finish. 

 

Viewing discovered tables 
Once tables in a schema are discovered you can expand the schema from the hierarchy pane to view all tables.  
 

 
Figure 2: Viewing discovered tables - hierarchy pane 

 
You can view table names, record count, column count and table descriptions (if any) from the Tables tab in the 
display pane on the right when a schema is selected from the left hierarchy pane. 
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Figure 3: Viewing discovered tables - Tables tab 

 

Discovering Metadata 
 

 

 

 
This topic teaches you to discover metadata of database tables and views. 
To discover metadata: 

 Right click the desired schema from the left hierarchy pane and select Discover Metadata option. 
Discover Metadata wizard appears 

 On Step 1 of the wizard: 
o Select tables to discover their metadata 

 

 
Figure 4: Discover Metadata - Step 1 

Pre-requisites 

 Add Connection 
 Discover Table 
 Discover Metadata 

 

Actions in grey need to be completed sequentially before the current 
action is performed. The current action is marked in red. 
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Click Next. 
 

 On Step 2 of the wizard: 
o select the appropriate radio button to run the task now or schedule it for a later time 
o Assign a priority level by choosing between five priority options (Background, Low, Normal, 

High, Critical) 
o Select the Run tasks in parallel check box to enable running more than one task at the same time 

and specify Maximum tasks to run in parallel 
o You can also add time restrictions by clicking on the Add Time Restrictions link 
o Click Finish. 

 

Viewing Metadata 
To view discovered metadata of a table, select the table from hierarchy pane and click on corresponding Metadata 
tab. All columns along with metadata information are displayed in a list view. 
 

 
Figure 5: Viewing metadata of tables 

To view the column count and documented descriptions of all tables in a schema, select a schema from the hierarchy 
pane and click on the corresponding Tables tab from the display pane. 
 

 
Figure 6: Viewing record count and column count of tables 
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Discovering Relationships 
 

 

 

 

 

This topic teaches you to discover documented relationships among database tables and views. 

To discover relationships: 
 Right click the desired schema from the left hierarchy pane and select Discover Relationships option. 

Discover Relationships wizard appears. 
 In the wizard: 

o select the appropriate radio button to run the task now or schedule it for a later time 
o Assign a priority level by choosing between five priority options (Background, Low, Normal, 

High, Critical) 
o Select the Run tasks in parallel check box to enable running more than one task at the same time 

and specify Maximum tasks to run in parallel 
o You can also add time restrictions by clicking on the Add Time Restrictions link 

 
Click Finish. 
 
 

Viewing Relationships 
After the documented relationships are discovered you can select the schema from the hierarchy pane and 
corresponding Relationships tab from the display pane to view how tables in a schema are related. 
 

Pre-requisites 

 Add Connection 
 Discover Tables 
 Discover Metadata 
 Discover Relationships 

 

Actions in grey need to be completed sequentially before the current 
action is performed. The current action is marked in red. 
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Figure 7: Viewing documented relationships 

 
 

You can also select a table from the hierarchy pane to view how other tables are related to it. 
 

 

Figure 8: Viewing documented relationships of a table 
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Running Data Discovery and Profiling Workflow 
In order to reduce manual intervention, this workflow has been introduced in DB Crawler to automate the process of 
data discovery and profiling. Instead of running every data discovery and profiling activity manually, all you have to 
do is to run this workflow by right-clicking on a desired schema and selecting Run Data Discovery and Profiling 
Workflow. The software will do everything for you automatically. The process completes on the basis of the 
parameters provided by the user before the workflow begins its execution. 

The flowchart displays all the actions the workflow performs: 

 

Figure 9: Data Discovery and Profiling Workflow 

 

Deliverables 

• Metadata Report 
• Profile Report 

 

 

 

 

  

Note: You can also run this workflow with data and metadata monitoring by right-clicking on a desired schema and 
selecting the Run Data Discovery and Profiling Workflow (with Monitoring) option from DB Crawler. 
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Generating Reports 
Reports can be generated in DB Crawler from the Reports tab which forms a part of the left vertical tabs. The 
following reports can be created in HTML or PDF from DB Crawler. 

• Landscape Metadata Report - Select the root node of the left hierarchy to create this report. 
 

 

Figure 10: Landscape Metadata Report 

• Metadata Report - Select the schema from the left hierarchy to create the schema metadata report. 
 

 

Figure 11: Metadata Report 
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NOTE: DB Crawler is one of the main applications in the Networked Databases layer. The software has the 
ability to generate separate DB Crawler applications for each database type you have connected to using the 
software. This means, if you have connected to 10 different types of databases using the software, a total of 10 
DB Crawler applications will be created dynamically, one for each database type. For example, if you have 
connected to Oracle database, the software will dynamically generate an application named Oracle DB Crawler 
which will show all the Oracle database instances in your landscape only. These dynamically created 
applications are visible from the Networked Databases layer in Application Manager. 

14 
April 24, 2013 



 

Index 
 

A 

Add Time Restrictions .............................................. 7, 9, 10 

D 
Discovering Metadata 

discover metadata of database tables and views ............. 8 

Discovering Relationships 

discover documented relationships .............................. 10 

Discovering Tables 

discover synonymous tables ........................................... 6 

discover views................................................................ 6 

find row count from system tables ................................. 6 

G 
Generating Reports 

Landscape Metadata Report .................................... 13 

Metadata Report ....................................................... 13 

Reports  ...................................................................... 13 

V 
Viewing discovered tables 

Tables tab  ..................................................................... 7 

Viewing Metadata 

Metadata tab .................................................................. 9 

Tables tab  ..................................................................... 9 

Viewing Relationships 

Relationships tab  ........................................................ 10 

W 
Workflow 

Flowchart  .................................................................... 12 

Running Data Discovery and Profiling Workflow ...... 12 

 

15 
April 24, 2013 


	List of Figures
	About DB Crawler Application
	Discovering Tables
	Viewing discovered tables

	Discovering Metadata
	Viewing Metadata

	Discovering Relationships
	Viewing Relationships

	Running Data Discovery and Profiling Workflow
	Generating Reports
	Index

